
Chi ld ren’s  Ne twork  Ne ws  

When was the last time you heard of a 
legislator, police officer or business 
person walking up to a parent, 
grandparent, aunt or uncle raising a child 
and saying, “Thank you for making my 
job easier.  Thank you for saving 
taxpayers money.” 

We don’t often think of parenting as 
having a fiscal effect on our 
communities.  And yet, research shows 
that children with involved, supportive 
parents are less likely to use or abuse 
alcohol and other drugs, are less likely to 
become involved in the juvenile justice 
system, and are less likely to engage in 
early sexual experimentation.  Children 
whose parents are positively involved in 
their lives are also better prepared for 
school and earn higher grades, have 
better relationships with peers, and are 
more likely to talk with their parents 
about difficult issues.  Positive parenting 

accrues both social and fiscal benefits for 
our entire community! 

The Solano Parenting Partnership, in 
collaboration with its many community 
partners, recognizes and honors the 
contribution parents make to the lives of 
their children – and to the life of our 
community.  From February 21-28, the 
Parenting Partnership will host a week 
Honoring People Raising Children, to 
celebrate the many Solano County residents 
engaged in the difficult and wonderful 
work of raising children. 

Please join us in celebrating families 
throughout Solano County February 21-28!  
Visit Solano County’s parenting web site 
f o r  a  s c h e d u l e  o f  e v e n t s : 
www.childnet.org/parenting. 

For additional information, contact Nicole 
Bandy, 421-7229 x108. 
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BETTER FUTURE FOR CHILD CARE FACILITIES  

The Children’s Network has hired 
Steve Dodini as Coordinator for the 
new Constructing Connections Pro-
gram.  The program's main purpose is 
to create a streamlined process for 
child care facilities financing and de-
velopment that increases children and 
families’ access to quality child care.   

In accordance with the program's 
goals, Steve will be working to 
strengthen partnerships between the 
child care community and businesses 

or agencies to ensure more efficient and 
cost effective development of quality 
child care spaces. The program will also 
integrate child care facilities develop-
ment into cities and county land use 
planning, community development pro-
grams, zoning and permit processes, 
and transportation plans.  

Overall, the program will ensure a 
strong local economy in the future and 
produce an overall higher quality of life 
for families in our community.  
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The Children of Incarcerated Parents 
Sub-committee has been hard at work 
responding to recent interest in new pro-
gram-related activities and projects.  

 
 

Cindy  
J o s e p h , 
C o m m u -
nity Rela-
t i o n s 
M a n a g e r 
for Barnes 
& Noble 
of Fair-

field (pictured here with Pat Nicodemus, 
Youth and Family Services Jail Outreach 
Program Coordinator), selected Children 
of Incarcerated Parents as recipients of 
their “Gift of Literacy” book gift giving 
tree in November and December.  Over 
2000 books have been donated to Solano 
County children who have one or both 
parents who are incarcerated. Local 
schools, social services agencies and com-
munity-based organizations have been 
involved in the identification of children 
to receive the books. 

 

In November, the Community College 
Chancellors’ Office announced that the 
Solano County Community College Early 
Childhood Education Program was 
awarded a $5000 grant to implement a 
“Reading Connection” project designed 
to address the impact on children of 
separation due to incarceration. This pro-
ject, which will be coordinated through 
The Children of Incarcerated Parents 
Sub-Committee, is a collaboration of the 
Solano County Sheriff’s Office, Solano 
Community College, Child Welfare Ser-
vices and the Youth and Family Services 
jail-based outreach programs. 

Last summer, The Children’s Network 
submitted a proposal to San Francisco 
State's Digital Video Intensive Multime-
dia Studies Program suggesting that one 
of their students create a promotional 
video and/or PSA for the Children's 
Network.  In November, Craig Abaya, 
head of the DVI Program, selected as a 
video subject The Reading Connections 
Project instituted by the Children of In-
carcerated parents program and chose 
Allison Kristal, DVI student to work on 
the video project. Allison met with 
members of the Children of Incarcerated 
Parents on December 8th to begin the 
initial filming at the Solano County Jail. 
Allison will be working with the Chil-
dren of Incarcerated Parents Committee 
until the completion of the grant project 
in April. 

 

On December 15th, members of the 
Children’s Network and Youth & Family 
Services attended an inspiring book 
reading and discussion at Barnes & No-
ble featuring Joe Loya, a Bay Area essay-
ist and playwright. His memoir, entitled 
The Man Who Outgrew His Prison Cell, was 
published in September 2004 by Harper-
Collins. Mr. Loya has spoken to inmates 
at the Solano County Jail at the request 
of the Jail Based Outreach Program in 
the past. 

CO M M U N I T Y  SU P P O RT F O R CH I L D R E N  O F   
IN C A RC E R AT E D PA R E N TS  PRO G R A M 

Joe Loya 

Upcoming Events: 
 
February 12  
CARES Forum 
CA Maritime Academy 
Vallejo, CA 
   
March 3  
CAEYC Annual  
Conference  
Sacramento, CA  
   
April 20   
CAEYC Public Policy 
Symposium 
Sacramento, CA  
 
AmeriCorps Training: 
February 23 
Conflict Resolution at 
Fighting Back  
Partnership 
 
February 24 
Cultural Diversity at 
Fighting Back  
Partnership 
 
March 16 
Team Building at 
Children's Network 
 
CAPC Events: 
January 31 
Substance and Child Abuse 
Training at Solano 
County Office of  
Education 
 
FRC Events:  

     January 22, 29 and  
     February 5 
     Tax Law Training for  
     Volunteers at the 
     Fairfield Adult School  
  
    FRC Network Meetings: 
    January 24 1-3pm at  
    Fairfield FRC    
 
    February 28 1-3pm at  
    Benicia City Hall    
 
    March 28 1-3pm at  
    Children's Network    
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Over the last couple of years, an increasing number 
of low-income families have been requesting assistance 
with basic needs at Solano’s Family Resource Centers 
(FRCs).  During 2003-2004, 71% of families served at 
the FRCs were low-income.  Parent input regarding 
FRC services has also demonstrated a need to help 
families increase their household income.  Of 806 pre-
evaluation surveys collected by FRCs last year, the top 
four most pressing needs listed by families were shel-
ter, food, utilities and employment. 

Two recently released studies demonstrate the diffi-
cult environment working families face while raising 
children in Solano County and the Bay Area, and lend 
credence to the trend that Solano’s FRC Network has 
experienced first-hand:   

• The National Low Income Housing Coalition 
estimates that a person living in Solano County 
must make at least $19.35 per hour to rent a two-
bedroom home.  According to that study, there is 
no place in California that a person earning mini-
mum wage can afford the fair market rate for a 
one-bedroom unit. 

• A study by the United Way of the Bay Area, The 
Bottom Line, cites Solano County as the Bay Area 
county with the largest share of its population 
(30%) that cannot afford the basics of housing, 
food, health and child care. 

Given the high cost of living - coupled with budget 
shortfalls and cutbacks in services - Solano’s FRC Net-
work is proactively helping low-income families to 

raise their income so they can meet basic needs and 
support their children more effectively.  One major 
strategy is to help families become aware of and access 
the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax 
Credit.  Many families are unaware such credits even 
exist.  The Internal Revenue Service estimated that in 
the 2002 tax year at least 6,000 eligible families in So-
lano County did not apply for EITC, resulting in a loss 
of an estimated $8.9 million for those families.  The 
FRC Network is working to reverse that trend, provid-
ing information and resources to families and recruit-
ing volunteers to serve the many families in need.   

In 2005, the Fairfield and Vallejo Family Resource 
Centers will run a pilot project to provide free tax re-
turn preparation service, assistance with filing tax 
credit claims, and asset building information to eligible 
Solano County families through a campaign called 
Earn It! Keep It! Save It! Solano.  This effort is in partner-
ship with the United Way of the Bay Area, the Internal 
Revenue Service, the Children’s Network and many 
dedicated volunteers.  It is our hope that the pilot will 
expand to other family resource centers in the follow-
ing year. 

If you are interested in volunteering this tax season, 
please contact Ronesha Cooper at the Children’s Net-
work.  Volunteers who assist with tax returns must be 
certified through an IRS-sponsored training.  If you 
would like more information about free tax assistance, 
contact the Fairfield FRC at 707-421-3224 or the 
Vallejo FRC at 707-642-6999. 

FRCS:  HE L P I N G FA M I L I E S  BO O S T IN C O M E  
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